Abstract: The use of reflexive forms of governance is growing within the EU, in particular as the open method of coordination (OMC
I Introduction
There has recently been considerable interest in the emergence of distinctive forms of governance in the EU, of which the open method of coordination (OMC) is the best known, which involve the use of reflexive or responsive techniques of regulation. 'Reflexive governance', in this sense, implies that diversity of practice among the Member States is a resource which, when coupled with open coordination methods such as benchmarking and mutual monitoring, provides a basis for experimentation and mutual learning. This approach has been contrasted to more traditional forms of harmonisation of laws through directives, on the one hand, and to court-led regulatory European Law Journal, Vol. 15, No. 2, March 2009, pp. 224-245. 
